Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.1.
In the title compound, [Zn(C 4 HN 3 O 4 )(H 2 O) 3 ] n , each Zn II atom adopts a distorted octahedral coordination geometry, being surrounded by one chelating and one monodentate 1H-1,2,4-triazole-3,5-dicarboxylate ligand and three water molecules. Adjacent Zn II cations are linked by a 1H-1,2,4-triazole-3,5-dicarboxylate ligand in a 2 , 3 fashion to form a chain running along the c axis. The crystal packing is stabilized by N-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁN and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 4 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. (Yin et al. 2001; Yang et al. 2004) . Among these coordination polymers, one-dimensional chain complexes as important precursors of molecular magnets have attracted wide interest of experimental and theoretical chemists (Tian et al. 2003) . Herein, we report a new one-dimensional compound [Zn(Htda)(H 2 O) 3 )]n (H 3 tda = 1H-1,2,4-triazole-3,5-dicarboxylic acid).
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The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [Zn(Htda)(H 2 O) 3 )]n (H 3 tda = 1H-1,2,4-triazole-3,5-dicarboxylic acid), contains a Zn II cation, a Htda anion and three coordinated water molecules. In the compound, the Zn II ion displays a slightly distorted octahedral geometry, being surrounded by one chelating and one monodentate Htda ligands, and three H 2 O molecules. Meanwhile, the adjacent Zn supplementary materials sup-6 
